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idea that we will be ready in 1879, to commence
business in this country upon an exclusively
gold basis .... is a proposition too ab-
surd to be entitled to any but mirthful con-
sideration. ''

fie referred to the declaration of the Repub-
lican State convention of 1874 for a "policy of
specie resumption at such a time as is consistent
with the material and industrial interests of the
country, to the end that the volume of currency
may be regulated by the natural laws of trade.''
He called attention to the fact that the last Con-
gressional convention of the sixth district
endorsed this policy and added a statement in
favor of "regulating the issue of currency so
as to promote a return to specie payment with-
out producing a derangement of business."
Expressing the opinion that these declarations
represented "the uniform doctrine of the Re-
publican party in Iowa for years" and that
there was nothing in them "inconsistent with
the National Republican Platform'', he added a
brief comment upon the silver legislation of
Congress, which he described as "a crime
against Providence, and the common sense of
the age. This is in keeping with the plan of the
eastern gold jobbers, of both parties, to bring
the west to their feet as suppliants when the
crash shall come."83

Again, in September there was what The